
Panchita insists that Roberto

accom?any her to the fa*ib
planning clinic. Thry haue fallen
in loue but Panchita does not

want an unintended pregnanql.

She is working in a family\ home

and anending school. Grupo de

Trabajo Red,es produced this

popular education serial about

Panchita to illustrate the

challenges and resources for
domestic workers in Lima, Peru.

Lqtin Americetn Women's Groups Fighl
to Defend Reproductive R.ighrs
/- rantees of the Global FundforWomen are at the heart of the

V sff"ggle t0 ensure reproductiue rights for wurnen and girls in Latin

America. Facing the opposition of religious institutions and working in a

conseruatiue political kndscape, tltese womenls organizations haue mobi-

lized public support for improaing Access to abortion and contraception as

A means to Protect the liaes and heabh of millions of women.

Over 6,000 women die each year in

Latin America of complications arising

from illegal abortions, which is the lead-

irg cause of maternal mortaliry in Ar-

gentina, Bolivia, Chile, Guatemda, Hon-

duras, Panama, I-Jru guay, and Venezuela.

In countries around the world where

abortion has been decriminalized, mater-

nal mortaliry rates dropped *p to 5 0o/o.

Currently, Cuba is the only country in

Latin America where abortion is legal on

request; and as a US territory, Puerto

fuco also allows abortion on request. In

Belize, Barbados, and Guyana, abortions

are permitted for reasons of socio-eco-

nomic hardship.

In most of  South and Central

Ameri ca, a woman's right to govern her

body, sexuality, and fertiliry is strongly

continued, on page 6
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Preporing Oirls for lhe Futurer
Educeition and llunrein Righfs Conference

tuIelissa Ortiz (ltfrl

and fuIaria Antonieta

Alcalde, pane/ists /br
the sessiott "\bices of

\b t t ng \Y'o m e n ; Pe rs o r t n I

Experiences { Ban'iers

to Education. "

On October 10, 1998, about 125
donors, students, and members of the
public joined us at Mills College for a
conference to examine the state of girls'
education around the world. Activists
and researchers from Mexico, Nepal,
Afghanistan, the [JS, and India discussed
the consequences of cultural, familial,
and academic barriers to education for

girls, as well as the impact of human
rights abuses like traffickirg. The con-
ference was convened by the Global Fund
for \[omen, in collaboration with the
Mills College \(/oment Leadership Insti-
tute and the Ms. Foundation for\Women.

Marie \Wilson, President of the Ms.
Foundation for \Women, urged us all to
be "dangerous women" in her keynote

address. Education, she reminded us, is
truly dangerous, because it broadens girls'
outlooks and empowers them to make
their own choices.

The Thliban in Afghanistan clearly
recognizes this; banning the education of

girls is a key part of its repressive poli-
c ies.  Sakena Yakoobi ,  founder of  a

grantee group that works to educate Af-

ghan girls despite frightening opposition,
shared with us her wonderful blend of
determination and humor in the story
of how she persuaded a local mullah to

support a school for girls. Before she met

him she was warned that he might shoot
her for mentioning educating girls; after

a few meetings with Sakena, h. was the
headmaster and his daughters the teach-

ers of a new school for girls!

It was also a particular pleasure ro
have young girls participating in the con-
ference-sharing both the challenges they
have faced and the solutions they have

devised. Maria Antonieta Alcalde of Bal-
ance-Red de Mrjeres Jovenes, 2 granree
in Mexico City, spoke about the huge
barrier teen pregna ncy has become ro

gir ls '  education there, and described
Balance's program of ski l ls-bui lding

classes run by and for young women.
These are only rwo highlights from

this rich, informative conference. To
learn more about girls' education, please
contact our office to request a copy of
our report:  Preparing Gir ls for the
Future: Education and Human Rights.

Marie Wilson,

President,

Ms. Foundation

for Women
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irg training foi crisis personnel,,.on other ' 
vival of their colrullunities.

iqla$dr,,fl,nd,,,tai'$l$ga,,W,i.fr 1gness.,,in,,fr €,,,csffi i,,,
fidniry..,ab,out, violenib: ihiough a -Zero
.' lei"nae' c"mpaign.

' .'4', rnir;fi'i"f:'
' OMW'n ,iitihil'iinrks: wome
;,' d t aia,nii

, ,,Org anrriVsi6n, de,,Mujers ,
.. ,Independientes Chiapaqeea$ ,, , :
, ,,.,,(OMtrCH),t. Chiap,fl$l, Mexico,,,, ,,, , ,,i, :,,,,
,,,,, Fi''ng.didpltbbffibnt.,anA,niiliffi hos-,
,,;iiliry,,in',,Chia$m,..:ifidigenous, :women: of , :
, . .iline'' fegiong,. 6.;6a4,,a,, 

"emo.ft 
.:of ,, eol; ',

Iec t1,y, gs,to, ; e ns Uf-€ :, o n go.mg . eco,no IlJIlc, ac- ;,

. .'.,: iiniffi*,,, e.:.#ehill l:*f .. saffi Sffiien# I,. * : : .'
,,,,, :i ft.i .. ;.df.';esii;tn;ei::.:; :, ds,, e,' m*thod,, ta,
:.,, nenvo,it:.';n*..;hlii., o ed$*'. Se-'ite
i,:,,fi6 ge"g{aphic, mdpoli i obsmles, pie
'''#enting ,6eq'ent ,:meeiings. .6r ..Co mu'
', " n ['n;,:..OM1CH',has,.,rnbved,,forward
,,,,,i :,bi,,,ft rm,ing': a,,, decentiiliied..,leadefs,hip
.... ''ItruC' ,,':.:. ,.i.'deveioping. . ftil'..planS :
.' '6f6$ .o*,.6r,:ftbd ffi iffaiding ineed

. : : .fti,ffiq ffi ,:,.iagan' : to: :ltufich'i.,:pit'
....'.,.....1dt...f ..,.td6.:.,.ftnd..,':,.T*e.,$lleetives :.'
,',,: ' #ill . ieei#,. sfi .i. $..,ffi r .ienffiiiseq'iuch .
i,, |,#,',f ing. .mbbi*;l..'.9ffifi9 :cbffi;;.,oi,iffi..1.
., : ..',: in$..Uffi.r...... .Upun .rugi*fig.'.#e.,Hm,;.. lpiofi ,.',,.

.:,,,,, .,,, l, i*,,.ffi .. .H$ .. lffi ....#ffi . ., .f 0%.'...' .. be'... ffi......

legfi 
"dvlc., 

.rlffi"rir.tittg *F;iii ofls;-"'l:''""x'r strug$e for selFdeterminadon and sur-

. i i, :aj - *t;,,il[,,. tilH l,,,*;l* . t. : t lffi !iliile
Coisa da Mulher (CEDOICOM) and
Colectiva Ldsbica do Rio de Janeiro
(COLERJ), Rio de Janeiro, gr"til

:  L ike many other regions, Lat in

of......$rs.ffif;.s..l.... df ..,,.wo*efr..l. ..ffi*ngind.i2ed....l. i *

Bitt i l i tn soCiety, CEDOIC'OM has

worked jointly with COLERJ since

1995 and together they held Brazil's first

AmeriCa continues to witness grave opr
pression o.f, lesbians and Bays; neverthe:
les,s, lrnpo:iiAtrt utrides forward have io-
Spired n,e#.*ofientu* foi lesbian rights
ii. .tei'a- ii.t;:;rs. i Sii*.f r 9$e,,',;o*"*ihi
'ovi'nff ,i.g'guenos Aiie,;.iid0,pted,.a new

constii"ilon thet prohibii's'disCrimina-,
tioh on th. basis uf :r.x;il orientation,
several ,r** lesbian gto;ps have emerged

in fugentina and the visibiliry of their

activism has dramatiCalll increased, In
'tlggg, Paiit*Ji*en;t of Ei:,c1:6set de sor
jua*a, b ecimie,. thei'' fi is.i. : t'ei.bi an e.l:eCred., to
.;6.'1,.:g,hailbei i,of,i',',bb'p.,u.i,'ies; .i.Maxiao'i
ntti"nai tongrei:i of iepiai6ntaiives, ffi4

l*lational Seminar for Lesbians with
:

grCai ,succes's..,,,in..,..,1,,9.9,6,,.,..,,.Th. ,...,.ffif;..'.h .$.file.
,o.p po.S i'ti O n. . h,as,,, pta[trud..',,ih.a,. tegi.*..n,el
g;rh,[iihg; $ffi. 1.;...,...fi1 i.$.i.$;:.111 .;ffi4ffi fi1[1 11.|il .l
F,eiu . .hta ib..,. u1 U a |, ffi# .,ffi *ifi t.

,s,uppo,itl,,,i n. ...'rffifi. fiffi$.f$$......,.. . fi e e .i..l...* .
translaiion,....ffi .ru,....... t ...,...ru fififi..i,.. f{ilH.$.

thio*gnbnt',.,H tifi::.ffie*!c*:;., il ;,[fi:bl:: ;
i.b.b:, fi;;..;:,.: , DoiCoM;:.,;..*fiU;;,.1;; . :ffi.,
expect berween 500 and 700 women

to attend ihis yeal's evelt "takin$ .the,
Efitu'enffd .i io.ilt,.,..,d.f , ih.b. .. .closet;......**fiifig
,possible an op*o ldiaio$ue *ith ,Braiil;

tnd;Ee'iiiii: wii"ai ":;t'"ye,A E,f
utomen leadeis-ihe coo/dinators af Seiiicio de

Oileniaii.d rr*' In itf4,7i','.IA
anird,,pia ;;,;; i,pt::'iii,tt ihi

in MarCh of 1 999, the V Encueniio of
Le,s.bi a:6,: :'pa.* i n.idts.' .'.O p, .1:;1 1 6, r fi,ffi :e'i,i C a
in'a',',,iu' ".lC':#i.u.inarn,,';fi.l..:.ilka,': p 

* 
a' .i*

i' "o.''de' jineiro:,r Brnzil; 'as
.16! ::resu:lt,''bf an i extbnsive
collab,oia:tion of lesbian
and ftminist groups coor-
dini ted by the Centro
de Xnformagdo, € Docu-
murttagSo :Coisa,.da Mulher

,:1C.EDOI,C,O,M), i,and,r,he

.Corueil+i.,,,ile,1[iia,,',af' Rio
:d,e, . .I,i n,,b .i:io'': : ;,( C,O il fi RJ, ),,.,:
,,Fo:unded. . b; .'btacu'' .#o,ffi b.n
,6, :.,1..,4,9, ", #i.|h' t,.,,##mlii
*e*:i,, ia. .: tne,'..a#F d#;iu!il.i

{l/rstrntion f ont a

COLERI sarury

qf,A,hjliia,nA i:yt"E ,,ffiM,tAnbi'i;|i, b:fi |i i
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Reproductive R.ighfs
continued from page I
restricted. El Salvador has recently in-

creased penalties for all cases of abortion.

Chile switched in 1989 from permitting

abortions that would preserve the life or

health of the woman to its current law

forbidding them in all circumstances.

Colombia, Honduras, and the Domini-

can Republic enforce similar laws. Nica-

ragva, Panama, and Jamaica require a

husband's permission for an abortion,

and only when medic ally necess ary to

save the woman's life. Several countries

make legal exceptions or reduce prison

terms if the abortion is performed to
"save the woman's honor" or in the event

of rape or incest, although in Argentina

and Ecuador this applies only to men-

tally ill women. Low-income women

suffer the most under these restrictions;

women ofwealth can travel or make pri-

vate arrangements to obtain an abortion.

Due in part to the courageous efforts

of women's groups, there has been some

liberalizatronof abortion laws during the

past five years: Mexico and Braztl now

allow abortions for cases of rape and in-

cest, and Uruguay now accepts socio-eco-

nomic reasons. In Bolivia, the Centro de

Informaci6n y Desarrollo de la Mujer
(CIDE,M) .o l laborat ing wi th other

women's organrzatrons and health agen-

cies, successfully lobbied the government

to permit trainirg in public health clin-

ics on treatment of:,ab,ortiO,n complica-

tions. CIDEM also carried out a national

survey of attitudes toward abortion in

Bolivia, revealing stronger public favor

than anticipited" , ,, .., ..', ,, 
::,,,, ,,, ::'..,..

, ,, On Sepirembe r 29ii;;;,I0..nSl...the Day.'fs1

D e c rim ri, ahzati" n .. 
" 

f . Abo i t io tr''i n i i' L it i n

Am e r i$. 11...... n tffi e ..'..'.C d |! Hib 
"fi.1',.'C 

I D *EM,,
.h.e1d....,a,1,;p.,reii c":#ft ; 

"d€.,.,..^t..,*h.,, 
[E$*eiaii+e

Assemblt i n. ili P i;,. Th....$oo.ufi ,..rele.ai ed
,fi e n 

" 
di n gs fro m. the nar.ionai.. :.i;*e ,i tn d

:siil:Hffiittdd"'d:,,:H:ill tMtW6uf ....'ffir litb the.
fii"n,' fui obiainiing''.!eg"l..',ablrti6ils,.' ln
ihe.. .' cx es, .,rip e, i n,Cest,,, th re at ., to,,, the...l ife,n i
health::of tne *oihui, ind #ould::add: fej,
,*....l ffi.fimlry......,..ilil rfi.;1 .......J$efiffi.4."*. f ll
need fui this' Ie$is,[ation. had :b:ben dia-

matically illustrated inAugust 1998 by the

case of aI4-year-old girl in Sucre who had

received the first-ever legal permission in

Bolivia to terminate a pregn anq as a re-

sult of incest-yet was denied the proce-

dure by four different doctors. Her abor-

tion was only performed afte r a judge is-

sued a court order.

Overlapping with S.ptember 28

events in La Paz, members of the regional

network of Cat6licos por el Derecho a

Decidir (CDD)-Catholics for a Free

Choice-came together for a training

workshop and screening of "Las Ldgrimos

de Eros" (Eros' Tears), their video about

sexualiry and gender issues across a range

of Catholic identities in Latin America.

\fith CDD groups in Argentina, Bolivia,

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru,

and Uruguay, these women are succeed-

irg as effective advocates for reproductive

freedom. Each group is a forum for pro-

gressive woment voices speaking thought-

fully as Catholics seeking to make sex edu-

cation, contraception and abortion legal

and more accessible.

Pro-choice women in Latin America

and the Caribbean remain committed to

their goal of overturning these misogy-

nistic laws. They recogn tze that women's

lack of political power is at the root of

the abortion issue, and they have taken

action: during just the past 1B months

the percentage of seats held by women

in legislatures throughout Latin America

and the Caribbean increased from just

over IAo/a to 15.4%o-more than two

points higher than the global average of

,,,,,,,,,,L,,,2.9o/o. Reproductive freedom is now

.1..,..l 
::h 

most of these nations' legislative

,,,..,.,.d E'hdas for 1 999. t
ilil,:,, .,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,i,,,,Figures from The State of \fomen in the \World

''ll:...'l.l:fftfdf b-y Joni Seager, 1997;'Aborto inseguro: Cuando

;i...i..:'i.i.lasi.i'..ffi ietes se mueren por ser pobres" by the Campafia

'''........,'28 
dc Septiembre, 1998; "GIRE: Boletfn timestral

.1;1..56$* :.,Reproducci6n Elegida, " No. 1 B/September 19 9 B ;
,.':,..,'.,'..,and "-Wo-men's Representation in Latin and Caribbean

.l..iii.liliil€$isi tfii.t Stttg.i itt 1997 -1 998," by Paul Constance,

.'.,,..,....:Press Section of the Inter-American Development Bank.

::::::::ii!:,:: '!'ii':::l':'i':':':!:,:::::: '::' i::::::::"'!"'!t"'!' "''

':1t',::;':;:;,'5t ofu,,,,,,.Voill, Program Officer for the Americas,
,',,:':,::.:,:,::' 27f $ean and Oceania. Thanks also to Ann Moore
,,,":::,"i't,',,,,r,,,,lJ er fotr c h e c k ing.
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,:.:,,.,, . .ru*: :..flru" . *d# : n,is r,.$ gi+$ . b*Ck.' 'to,,,..,. .,
,...'t,..,......,.b:th.eis,. She:::had,: *a*eled.:€xi€**i #.',...l.,..l.

. . . i. . i ., .tffiul**ho 
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In comrnunities euerywhere in Honduras and Nicaragua, local wornen's organizations such as Grupo
Futurista dz Mujeres Campesinas ffired their sheher, shills, and mobilization to the immediate

relief ffirts and elnergency needs in the wahe of Hunicane Mitch. Many tooh on the painful task
ofperforming a census offarnilies-dacumenting the numbers of uictirts, suruiuors, and damages
per community-and distributing relief aid uthere needed.

landslides, the transport ofsupplies to aari-

zus s/t€hers, and the purc/tase of food for
CARE to distribute among 22 of the 5B
s/tehers in the city.

Using our uehicles and staff we gdth-

ered and organized the first data related to

the shehert t/te resulrt of which were con-

solidated on fanother A[GO"] computen

PowereC by owr generntzr... From zur dnab-

sis {the dffirentproblems we had obserued,

w€ ?ut together a global proposdl and pre-

sented it to the Em€rger?c-)t Committee...to

date we /tauen't receiued Anll r€acrion.

The Second Weeh

We signed a czntract (renewable) for
two weeks utith the A{GO Clinica Mil

Flores, ensuring med.ical attention to the

families wlto had tahen refuge in our cen-

tre-most of uthich were headed by single

women-and to families of the stafr

The Tbird Weeh

To date, we haue been implementing

an Immediate Aid Plan. This consists ofpro-

uiding food pachets (for 15 dayl, chlorine

and abate (a water purtfier), blankets, plas-

tic sheets, and water (uhen necessnry) to the

people who used our centre as a refuge.,.We

/taue und.ertaken uisits to familia of Grupo

Wnancia rnembers to uerffi tbeir

situations...We added the purcbase of con-

tainers for water storage (especially rain

water) to our plan ofaction, with the inten-

ti o n af ac c o mp any ing tlt e ir dis tri b uti o n ut it h

training in preuentatiue heabh mensures,

,,,i1,ffr,oiw;;,,,.,,,,,that ep idemics of illness are breaking

,,a,,witt$#,1,,:r,,tbe.'',W,V:i o rh o o ds oue /laue uisited.

,, ,,,, .'..1,..iffi"itifeifi'bt 
bd ,,,'o ,,,,,,r:t,(,,,,,, 

ests 
lor 

seeds from
,:$ffi','.: t#$i:,, tffit t::"t'', !, o, /laug lost thgir
crop"1s, Both,,,dre ii:;,6iias fi$,,ere it is possible
to sow i th:ird map af th,e'lean hnown as
apditri;.'.,i #i' od,aE ,."""|tii{t/)e last rains

,b|:i qre,: tliii dW seAsa:n beginsi;,;;

.i.iil.ili.'.:i;....,.:',.l"L.ik€,, Gt*p o Ve'n'*n,.fi"' wo men's

'"'iiaiiii|i|i i' o, page$',...'.,..:.i.,.....,....,".

Hurriccrne Mirch
continued from page I

In the first weeks after the hurricane,

we received information from our grant-

ees in the area, mostly via urgent phone

calls and e-mail, about the pressing needs

they faced. \We contacted all of our grant-

ees in Honduras and NicaragUx, letting

them know that the Global Fund Board

of Directors had approved an Emergency

Grant Fund of $ 150,000. They could

request 
^ 

grant of up to $5,OOO to sup-

port their disaster recovery work by send-

i*g us some basic information on their

needs and plans. Some donors who con-

tacted us about our response to the Mitch

disaster generously added their contribu-

t ions to the fund. Sarah Vai l l ,  our

Program Off icer for  the Americas,

Car ibbean and Oceania,  worked

diligently to approve requests and trans-

fer emergency funds as quickly as

possible. See the box on page B for a list

of grantees receiving emergency funds.

\(/omen's groups across the affected

areas have played a major leadership role

in meeting immediate human needs and

planning for rnedium-term survival for

people devastated by the storm. Grupo

Venancia, a grantee in Matagalpa, Nica-

ragva that provides popular education

and training for women, shared with us

a diary of their work in the period after

the hurricane. These brief excerpts illus-

trate what these groups faced and the

Herculean efforts they are rnaking.

Tbe First Weeh

In thefirst days afier the hurricane and

th e u io \ent flo o ding of Mataga lp A's,,,,,,,.,Rii0.,.,,,

G rande, Grup o W n an c i a p ro u i dt d|-',tu,iW'="

for 96 people in its premises, rhe CilIiurai,

Centre Guanucd...Despite alt ofo", ffiitt;
working day and. night, a linl|fi7lw/tCI w€

had tahen to the hospital wiih hronchial

pneumonia died from Lack,,,,a.f'bi g|.:i i.u/ten,;

t h e e I e c t r i c i ty { t h e i r e m eiy*$e raii,, "'W e ra t o r'

failed...We organized a"" b,r 'i ,,g.,""'t1 itchey,,,

and the gathering of food ffi*|i "'fumihiis:
and oth er p eop le w ho had ":filkw,;b|bi#,t€i"'".ii",'..'
thg Guanuca Communiiyt'"""'::' 1, u,' ;nn",t,,t 

t 
',.,i

Centre...We helped with the euaiaatia;wr, a ,,
people fro* places fficted by floodi'iiEt'int ,,,,
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Hgrriccrne fiirth
:,,, , ,=,*ergcnc Grcrnls

'iho' Gt.u'Ual iinrd', h*r' oworded olmost
' '$:] 94,,,00,0,,tb .tlie,,fOlloWing groups to

' subpori :hurii:cone di,soster. recovery work.

Ceniro de Estud:ios de lo Muier,
Tegucigolpo, Honduros

,Grupo Futuristo de Muieres Compesino's,

::fffuffit[1H[fl *i.l''' . t 
:: '"

' 'Moui'miento de,Mu:idrei pfi lo :Psz

;fli.ffi.,Fuu,i'fto;-,, 
Twueig*1ve, *...' -',..,

: puor:.,o*[,., ll,..':iil il-'il, 
".;t. 

:';.' illii.l', !;'..',;,t,,.,
,,,,,:,:,,6;'*.inAfO.'.,:a.e..'.ift.a.hdlu.id..;; .fi.,,..nu*,;, .Hb,n.Au.;oi :'

:,,.., ii;il1*.il:;,i.,;i..i;iilil.;.;..#;,;.l;',:;i.:ir',i: :: .'

, ,, 6"-::,ja..,:,'r.*.,.,.,gf1 *,i...b!:*.,pl;i:*;..#a..::na,:, i ,::::,..'.''..b...Pg:;lf.g$:;:::fai:ii+a:cb.ntd.;l:.':..:

:HHftTllffi; ;l il i ::; i
'pr'[:6o.ci6n. .die.'l.s,.i#,u,fer.:y'.lo...Niifibi,',P,or,,'.,t-o' ''.',.

Grupo Vehoncio;'.Motog.o,t,p,,Nicar:uOua.:: .,

Movi*iento de Muieres Aut6nomos de
Ciud<rd Ssndino, Ciudad Sandino,
Nicorcguc

-ll@il i'l.,'.,.

'  ,de:Estufi; Es,teli; :Nicoro$uo ' 
', ' 

' , '

Movimiento de Muieres Trobaiodorcs y
Desempleodos "Moric Eleno Cucdrc,"
A4onoguorNicofo,$uo, , ,  ' , , i ;  '  ;

,Re,A,,de'.gu'I i s..:CA.niS*rU[.loiA:.$.,...'d.U...'.....'..:..',,..1:,,,,1:,',.,..'....,
.ConU*g.o:,, ,Co.*deU.u'' .::.Ni:c.d.:iu$u.H.::i..,:.:....:.........,..:ll...,.:..'..'.
RuJ a;i.., r,i:# l.1..c il#*..... il.'..Vi.'U.iU .r.uf.......i....,....,...,,,,'.,

,C.b8,iU.tn ld.*i[.,',ffififii6nal.,.'de,...Vii.u.dd,.;i..id.d,,..,:,,.,.',..'.'
,G.od|qm.A.|u...:,.,..tfi, NAV.t,fiU.fi1'''...Ci.u,dad:...'.,,,,,,,,..,'..',',,.i

Martha Elena Aluarad.o (center) of Grupo Futurista de Mujeres Campesinas receiaing donations of clothing

and supplies frorn residents of neighboring Hatillo, Honduras.Thirty miles outside Tbgucigalpa, Hondura:,

lies the mounainous region that is home to the women of Grupo Futurista and their small medical clinic,

built with a grant of $6,000 from the Global Fund in 1996. With a grant fom our Emergency Fund, the

group's next steps will be to purchase seeds, tooh and material: to help re.build homes andfood supplies and

to hold a seies ofuorkshops rangingfrom prcuenting soil erosion to Preaenting infection and disease.

llurricerne ilifch

continued from page 7

groups in the storm-damaged areas ofNica-

ragoaand Honduras are responding to dev-

astation in their communities with cour-

oge, creativiry, and comPassion. And they

are committed for the long haul; already

many are organi zing strategies to meet

longer-term needs and to put women's :::,,:,,::,::,, ::

voieesjn-the heart of the pos*disaster d.- ...t..-
velopmentProceSs.GrupoVenancia.fl ' ' ' ' . . ' ' .

to build housing for 20 or so families, and

provide training to local women,,,,,ofr, pre:',| ,,,,,,,,;'

Emergency Fund" on the corrunent line.
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Steiff Updcrte

The Program Team is pleased ro an-
nounce the addition of rwo new mem-
bers! Amelia W'u joins the Global Fund
as Program Officer for the regions ofAsia
and Europe (including Russia). Prior ro
the Global Fund, Amelia was the Re-
gional Desk Officer for Southeast Asia
at the Asia Foundarion, a Consultant
with Levi Strauss & Com pany,and mosr
recently, tMarketing Analyst at the Bank
of the Orie-nr-Amelia holds a Masters in
Public Policy with a concentration in
Internat ional  Developmenr f rom
Harvard Universiry.

Patricia Del Castillo has been pro-
moted to the position of Program Assis-
tant. Since L997, Patricia has been the
Administrative Asistanr and the friendly
voice one hears when phoning the Glo-
bal Fund. As Program Assistanr, she
wi l l  support  the Program Team in
grantmaking activities. Patricia, a certi-
fied realtor, holds her degree in Business
Administration from IPAE, a technical
college based in Lima, Peru.

The Developmenr and Communica-
tions Team is also pleased ro welcome
Perrin Elkind. Perrin has filled the new
position of Fund Developmenr Associate
and will assist in a variery of donor com-
munications. \Vhile a studenr arTufts Uni-
versiry Perrin studied inZimbabwe and In-
donesia. She wrore a book, Tondtrai: Sntdy-
ingAbroad in Zimbabweto raise awareness
about women rn Zimbabwe and to be a
guide for others wishing to explore foreign
cultures with respect. Previously she worked
in non-profits serving women and the vi-
sually impaired.

tWe are sad to say goodbye ro rwo
Global Fund staff Laurie Laird, who left
in August 1998, was an integral part of
our work for seven years, first as a Pro-
gram Officer and then as Program and

govG

Outreach Coordinator. Her passion for
social justice, extensive knowledg. of the
Latin American women's movement, and
fluenry in Spanish added immeasurably

to our work. tVe wish her happiness and
success in her new position as the Gach-
inglLearning Coordinator for the Eastside
Project at Santa Clara University.

\We also say farewel l  ro Anne
McCarten-Gibbs, our Communications

Officer. Anne has written and edited the
newsletter and annual report for the last
rwo years. She redesigned our commu-
nications materials to be more profes-
sional and to vividly capture the work
and mission of the Global Fund. Anne
will be spending more time with her fam-
i ly whi le continuing to work on the
Global Fund's web site.
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Events clnd
Publiccltions of

Inleresl
Mork your colendors for the following events:

o The Emmy Aword winning fi lm , "The
Selling of lnnocenls," by Indion film-
moker Ruchiro Gupto, wil l be screened
in Woshington D.C. on Morch 2 ond in
New York City on Morch 3. The fi lm
oddresses the trofficking of girls from
Nepol to Indio. The New York event is
co-sponsored by the Globol Fund with
Women In Internqtionol Security (WllS).
Coll 30.| -405-7612 in the US, or vio
e-moi l  ot  Wl ls@puofmoi l .umd.edu.

. The 8th Internqtionql Associotion
for Women ln Development
(AWID) Forumz Leading Solutions
for Equality o,nd Juslice, Novem-
ber I  1-1 4, 1999, in Woshington, DC.
Contoct the Associotion for Women in
Development ot l5l I K Street, NV/,
Suite 825, Woshington, DC, 20005,
USA, or of www.owid.org.

1999 Women's Globol LeodGr'
ship lnstitute: Chollenges of the
New Millennium,June 7'19, 1999.
Announcement ond oppl icot ion form
con be found on the Center for Women's
Globo I  Leodersh ip web si te ot
www. rci  .  rutgers. ed u /  -cwgl /  humo n
rights, or by writ ing to the Center ot
Dougloss College, Rutgers University,.|60 

Ryders Lone, New Brunswick, New
Jersey, 08901 -8555, USA.

Hogue Appeol for Peqcez Civil
Sociely Conference' Moy I l -15
1999, 'Ln the Hogue, The Netherlqnds.
The conference wil l discuss the full spec-
trum of init iotives integrol to the promo-
tion of peoce in the 21st Century, in-
c luding gender issues, disormqment,

G

confl ict  resolut ion, internot ionol low,
humon rights, ond sustoinoble develop-
ment. Assistonce to porticiponts from de
veloping countries is qvoiloble. Contoct
c/o WFM, 777 UN Plozo, New York,
NY l OOI Z, USA.

A Women's Sfrstegic Plqnning
Seminqr on Trqde will be held in the
Coribbeon in December of 1999. Spon-
sored by the Women's Proiect of the
Center of Concern, Down Coribbeon,
ond UNIFEM, this seminor wi l l  br ing to-
gether reseorchers, octivists, ond oco-
demics from oround the world to exom-
ine trode policy from o feminist perspec-
tive. Contoct Peggy Antrobus ot DAWN,
Borbodos, pon@coribsurf.com or the
Center of Concern , 1225 Otis Street,
NE, Woshington, DC , 20017, USA,
coc@coc.org.

Counci l  on Foundot ions 1999
Annuql Conference' April 19'21 ,
1999, in New Orleons, USA. The Glo
bol Fund will be presenting ot two ses-
sions: Smoll Grants-Big Impacfs: lnterno-
tionol Granfmoking Thot Works with the
Globol Greengronts Fund thot supports
the grossroots environmentol movement
in developing countries; ond , Expand-
irg Trodifions ond Exploding Myths:
Women Chongi ng Philonth ropywith the
Women's Phi lonthropy Cluster {com-
pr ised of  Women ond Phi lonthropy,
Resourceful Women, Women's Funding
Network, ond the Michigon Women's
Foundotion).

R.esource fhcltericlls

"A Womqn's Plqce" is o won-
derful  video thot explores the
inevitoble conflict between trodi-
tion ond chonge through stories
of three women who ore using the
legol systems in their countries
-South Afr ico, Indio, ond the
US-to ensure women's newly-
won rights. The film wos produced
ond directed by women from eoch
of the three countries feotured.
Community groups con obtoin o

ro

gov

free copy of the video, olong with o dis
cussion guide, by colling 'l-800697t5770

in the US, or contocting Morio Nicolo ot
2O1 Eost B5th Street, #BC, New York, NY
1 OO24, USA, morio-nicolo @msn.com.

Tne Grupo de lnformqcion en
Reproducci6n Elegido (GlREl in
Meiico hos produced o Sponish-lon-
guoge version of Dorothy Fodimon's
video "From Donger fo Dignity:
the History of the Legolizstion of
Aborfion in fhe VS." Groups con
obtoin o copy by contocting GIRE st
Aportodo Postol 21-547, C.P. 04021
M6xico, D.F. Tel/fox 658'6684 658-
6634. Dorothy Fodimon is q donor to
the Globol Fund ond the norrotor of the
Globol Fund's video, 'Gifts of o Gcrr-
den Grcwlng."

The regionol office of Cotholics for o Free
Choice in Argentino hos produced o
video "Lols logrimos de Eros" (Eros'
Teors) obout sexuolity ond gender issues
ocross o ronge of Cotholic identities in
Lotin Americo. Contoct CDD-AL, Sucre
26, C6rdobo 5000, Argentino.

The Globol Fund is pleosed to onnounce
thot the video, "Sisters qnd Dough-
ters Betroyed: The Trofficking of
Women qnd Girls qnd the Fight to
End lI,'produced by Chelo Blitt, is ovoil-
oble once ogoin by colling our office. The
cost for octivists is $B plus shipping ond
$ZS plus shipping for qll others.

The Sevq Foundqtion hos published
o reporl, AFuture for Chiapas: Funding
Susfoin able Communities. The report
commemorotes the one-yeqr onniver-
sory of the trogic mossocre of 45 indig-
enous men, women ond chi ldren in
Acteol by providing on onolysis of the
chol lenges of  funding sustoinoble com-
munit ies in Chiopos. l t  is  ovoi loble by
contocting the Sevo Foundotion oI 1786
Fifth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. Tel
5 r 0-84 5-7382.

From A Future for Chiapas, a report by the Seua Foundation.


